
This is what PFLAG is all about. 
 
PFLAG is about parents and friends “sticking up for” Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals and Transgendered – 
especially in their own family but also everywhere else. 
 
Today I received an email from Sue Talon, who has been with us at many of our recent chapter 
meetings – often along with her son Matt. 
 
Her email is quite self-explanatory, but it is a beautiful example of how we can politely but firmly 
respond to the thoughtless, programmed tirades of the not-quite-so-loving Christian community. 
 

----------------------------------- 
 
Subject: Disturbing 
To: webmaster@bergenpflag.org 
 
Hi - 
 
I'm not sure if this is relevant for the group, but it really upset me and I wanted to send it along. 
 
I received the email below from my sister-in-law. She's very involved in a Christian Church.  
I don't know which one. 
 
Anyway, she does not know that Matt (my son) is gay or that Kelly (my daughter) is questioning her 
sexual identity at this time. She lives in Ohio and we haven't seen her in several years. When I received 
this, I had to respond to her to let her know how much I disagreed with what was written here and the 
whole Christian vs. Gay mentality. I also used this opportunity to tell her about Matt and Kelly. 
 
In any event, some of the members may have seen this already but I wanted to send it along.  
If it's worth sending to the group, please do so.  
My response to my sister-in-law is at the bottom...... 
 
Sue 
 

----------------------------------- 
Sue, 
 
When I first heard that Wal-Mart had joined the National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce (NGLCC), I wrote a letter to Wal-Mart's home office expressing my 
disappointment. 
 
I am not going to shop at Wal-mart as long as they are supporting the NGLCC. I had 
already been taking most of my business else where, but was not totally committed. I 
am now committed! "If" we don't stand up, who will? It may only be a temporary thing, 
but money does talk and unfortunately, that may be the only voice Wal-Mart will hear. 
 
Blessing to you and yours, 
 
Gail 



 
P.S. Please read the letter below. If Janet can sacrifice her job, we can do our part 
and not give Wal-Mart our money, which in turn ends up supporting the NGLCC. We 
can also inform others about this, as well. If you're outraged about this, send this info 
on to others on your list so they will be aware of what their money is helping to 
support. Only "if" more Christians would stand up! 
 
This past Sunday Janet Baird, her husband and a group of Christian's held a protest 
rally in front of the Wal-Mart she used to work for on Lexington Springmill Rd. in 
Ontario, Ohio. She said they had a lot of people stop by who had no idea Wal-Mart 
supported same sex marriage. 
 

----------------------------------- 
 

Wal-Mart Employee Quits! 
By Janet Baird 

 
I have worked for Wal-Mart stores for over 13 years. On September 5, 2006, I received a call from my 
brother asking me if I was aware of what was going on in Wal-Mart. He then informed me that my 
company had joined the National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (NGLCC). I was shocked! I 
called my home store and asked one of the managers if this was true. He read me a short e-mail stating 
that it was, and gave me a phone number to call the home office in Bentonville, Arkansas.  
 
I called and asked if this were true. The lady said, "Yes." When I asked if the money I spent shopping 
at Wal-Mart would go to support same sex marriage, she simply responded, "Sales are sales."  
 
I let her know how long I had worked at Wal-Mart and told her that I would no longer work for this 
company and never spend another dime there. She replied, "I hope you don't mean that." I did mean it. 
The next day I went to the store and quit. The manager that signed my exit papers had no idea about 
what had been going on in the leadership of Wal-Mart. I began working with Sam's Club in 1992. Mr. 
Sam Walton, the founder of Wal-Mart Stores, had recently passed away. The more I learned about this 
man the more I wanted to do what I could to make this an even better place to work. I worked in 
marketing and put together the first wedding expo. This was a fund raiser that allowed vendors to set 
up for a weekend and all the proceeds went to the Children's Miracle Network. It was a huge success.  
 
This became a yearly event. I was so proud to work for this company. I was privileged to be the event 
coordinator for a number of Wal-Mart sponsored events and raised a lot of money in the community. 
One was for a young man named Luke Clemons. Luke was an 18 year-old who needed a liver 
transplant. His dad came to me at Sam's Club asking for our help because he had heard of all the other 
people we had helped in the community. We managed to raise enough money for his son's transplant 
and start a Luke Clemons Foundation.  
 
Luke lived about four years after his transplant. I was flown to Bentonville, Arkansas for a Member 
Service Award that was a wonderful honor. This was not a job to me, it was a ministry given to me by 
God Himself to help His people in need and get paid for it at the same time. But soon everything 
changed. We could no longer have the wedding expo or anything else in the club. My husband and I 
moved to Kentucky and, after eight years with Sam's, I went to work for a Wal-Mart store there. Today 
Wal-Mart is not the same company Mr. Sam started. I think he would rather see it go under than to see 
what it has become. Mr. Sam loved God - the store he began does not!  



 
I have started a boycott in Mansfield, Ohio, and will continue with other Wal-Mart stores. As 
Christian's we have to take a stand and get the word out because most people are not aware of what is 
happening. We will be joining all of you on the day after Thanksgiving, Friday, November 24th to 
bring the Gospel of Christ to the very gates of hell. 
 
Bless God and He will bless you. 
 

----------------   Here is Sue’s response to the above   ---------------- 
Hi Julie - 
I received this email yesterday and think it's important for me to let you know that I do 
not agree with the way many Christians bash gays and lesbians in the name of Christianity. 
While I'm not at all religious, my own common sense tells me that followers of God 
should include all people (as he does) and not exclude those whose shoes they've never 
worn. I support equal rights for ALL people -- people of every race, religion, color, 
sexual orientation, etc. I strongly support that gays and lesbians should have the right 
to marry, raise families and have all of legal support that heterosexuals enjoy. 
 
Many people get caught up in the sexual part of gays and think that all they do is have 
sex - and a type of sex that is foreign to heterosexuals. And, in the case of gay men, 
that most of them are pedophiles. This information has been proven to be very wrong. 
Most male pedophiles are straight men. Well after all the years you've been married, 
I'm sure you'd agree that sex is only a small part of anyone's life. People are people. 
They all go to school and work, pay bills, have problems, have fun .... 
 
It's not in my nature to go on about something like this (although I do feel very strongly 
about it), but I have an even greater reason for my feelings. A little over a year ago we 
realized that Matthew is gay and, today, Kelly is questioning her sexual identity as well. 
They are both the same terrific people they've always been. I believe that their sexual 
orientation is a part of their DNA just as sure as their eye color, height, etc. And, if 
God doesn't make any mistakes when he's creating people, then he most certainly hasn't 
made millions of mistakes when he's creating gay people. 
 
I'm not writing to change your mind or feelings about any of this. Instead, I always ask 
people to educate themselves about homosexuality and see if they might find some 
understanding they don't currently have. Also, sometimes feelings are swayed a bit 
when you realize someone you know and like (or love) is gay. 
 
In any event, I had to write to you to be true to Matt and to Kelly. To sit in silence 
wouldn't be right as their Mom or as an advocate for equal rights for all people. 
 
Love,  
Sue 
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