
Printed from projo.com http://www.projo.com/cgi-bin/bi/gold_print.cgi

1 9/4/2006 12:18 PM

Task force wants R.I. to address homophobia

The Rhode Island Task Force for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning Youth 
issues a plan for addressing homophobia across several areas of state government.

01:00 AM EDT on Wednesday, August 30, 2006

BY GERALD M. CARBONE
Journal Staff Writer

PROVIDENCE -- As a transgender high school student, Kaidon Hardiman has felt the sting of harassment. He's been spat
upon, shoved into lockers, and taunted to the point that he transferred from North Kingstown High School to East Greenwich 
in hopes of finding a more welcoming school where he can pay attention to education rather than worrying about safety.

At a news conference yesterday at the Rhode Island Foundation, Hardiman said that if the recommendations outlined in a new 
report are adopted by various state agencies, he would not have been forced into a transfer just for being who he is.

"As a queer student in a Rhode Island high school, I can easily see how the education recommendations by the task force 
would be beneficial to the lives of all students," said Hardiman, a "queer" or "transgender" student whose anatomical gender, 
female, does not match the gender with which he identifies.

The "task force" Hardiman referred to is The Rhode Island Task Force for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and 
Questioning Youth, a group that issued a plan for addressing homophobia across several areas of state government.

Among the recommendations in the report are:

Amending state law to add sexual orientation as a protected class against discrimination.

Ensuring that all public schools support "gay/straight alliances" when students seek to establish such organizations.

Encouraging schools to "publicly display peer support materials and outside resources to LGBTQQ issues" in offices, 
lunchrooms, and "other educational spaces."

Requiring all departments of state government to record and report all complaints "related to LGBTQQ discrimination, 
harassment, bullying and/or other mistreatment."

Training new foster and adoptive parents in LGBTQQ issues during licensing.

Educating Family Court and Training School staff about LGBTQQ in the schools on the basis of sexual orientation.

The 30-person task force was organized by Youth Pride Inc. and the state Department of Education. The report, titled 
"Band-Aids Don't Cut It", said that "homophobia and fear of rejection" can isolate gay students, causing "elevated rates of 
depression, anxiety, substance abuse, and other high-risk behaviors."

According to the report, 84 percent of LGBTQQ students report verbal harassment, and 64 percent said they feel unsafe at 
their school.

Elizabeth Burk Bryant, a task force member and executive director of Rhode Island Kids Count, said that "at a minimum" the 
recommendations in the report are designed to help all students feel safe in school. The ultimate goal, she said, is to help all 
students "to reach full potential."
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